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Trends of PV installed capacity in Japan 

補助金再開 Subsidy for Residential PV system 

Net billing by Utilities (purchasing PV power at the retail price) 

No subsidy  Subsidy for  Residential PV 

Surplus PV power  

purchase 

FIT 

Source： RTS Corporation, PV Market 2011/2012  



Approved facilities under FIT program as of November 2012 
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Source: METI, compiled by  RTS Corporation 



Approve projects by Prefecture as of November 2012 

Source: RTS Corporation, “Database of MW-Scale PV Projects in Japan”– Projects in operation and in the pipeline  2013–” 

© RTS Corporation 

Many projects approved in  

Hokkaido and  Kyusyu 

(Fukuoka, Kagoshima, etc.) 

  



Changes in domestic shipment of PV cell/module 

Source: Materials from Optoelectronics Industry and Technology Development Association (OITDA) and Japan Photovoltaic Energy Association (JPEA), 

complied by ©RTS Corporation        



Increasing PV Players after FIT 

Source: RTS Corporation, “Database of MW-Scale PV Projects in Japan”– Projects in operation and in the pipeline – 

” 



Price based for FIT of FY 

FY 2012 
Recent figure 

Capital cost 
System price 

(New houses ) 

466,000 JPY/kW 

(Avg. between 1Q 2012) 

427,000 JPY/kW 

(Avg. between 4Q 2012) 

O&M 
Repair expense 

1% of construction cost Not changed 
Other expenses 

● Residential PV system (<10kW) 

 Trends of PV system price 

●Commercial and utility scale PV system (10kW and more)  

10～<50kW 50～<500kW 500kW～<1MW 1MW～ 

Approved facility 

(2012 3Q) 

Average 472,000 JPY/kW 369,000 JPY/kW 319,000 JPY/kW 325,000/kW 

Number of project 865 28 7 18 

Approved facility 

(2012 4Q) 

Average 437,000 JPY/kW 375,000 JPY/kW 273,000/kW 280,000/kW 

Number of project 2,723 80 11 17 

Source: METI, compiled by  RTS Corporation 



Issues for further dissemination of PV power in Japan 

  Increase of hosting  

capacity of grid 

  Acceleration of deregulation 

  Reduction of PV system price 

3 elements  
for 

further dissemination 

Lower cost 

PV site everywhere 

Grid connection 

Preparation for overcoming limit 

of grid connection 
Ubiquitous PV Next step 

Source： RTS Corporation 「太陽光発電事業戦略支援データ」（2012年10月）  


